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The unprecedented health crisis that Europe and the world are currently experiencing is a stark 
demonstration of the fragility of global value chains and of the harms of the concentration of global 
production of manufactured goods in a few countries. 

As announced in the European Green Deal, the European Commission launched on 11 and 12 March 
2020 its communication on "A new industrial strategy for Europe" as well as its "Action Plan for a 
Circular Economy". These are all strategic proposals aimed at transforming the European economy 
towards carbon neutrality by 2050. 

We, the signatories of this declaration, welcome these communications. However, in view of the crisis 
that we are going through, we think it is imperative to incorporate into this new industrial strategy for 
Europe, and as of now, measures that encourage the relocation of certain industries in Europe. And in 
this perspective, while the health crisis has encouraged the emergence of remarkable local solidarity, 
both economic and human, within companies and territories, we would like to draw the attention of the 
European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council of the EU to a dynamic that we believe 
would benefit from being taken into account more in these strategies, namely the territorial anchoring 
of industry. 

Indeed, if it is a necessity to rethink the industry, especially energy-intensive ones, so that they take 
part in the transition; it is just as crucial to foster its anchorage in the territories so that it can better 
meet the needs of their inhabitants, and so that it develops in solidarity with its local economic and 
innovation ecosystem, particularly in cities, which are home to 70% of Europe's population. 

The industry that we want to develop and promote so that our cities and regions become the 
leaders of the transition is an industry which: 

• fits, in harmony with the residents, into the heart of our living spaces, thus promoting a 
mix of urban functions: by reinvesting and rehabilitating for instance former production 
sites or industrial wastelands, and by designing new forms of industrial buildings that are 
denser, vertical, energy-efficient and efficient in terms of land management, this 
productive activity contributes to the revitalization of our territories 

• innovates by reusing the waste we produce to create new products and by applying 
the principles of the circular economy and the economy of functionality 

• promotes local value chains, according to the logic "designed / made / repaired / 
locally", favors economic solidarities and local distribution channels, and contributes to 
the resilience of cities and regions 

• attracts and employs local talents to produce goods that are directly needed by local people 
• stimulates the creativity of the “makers” and other innovative communities on 

our territories 
• is resolutely committed to social and environmental responsibility, and promotes new 

organizational and governance structures, such as workers’ co-operatives, as well as social, 
democratic and solidarity-based entrepreneurship 

• participates in the fight against – and adaptation to – climate change, both in terms of its 
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consumption of resources and energy and in terms of the routes it generates 
• works with cities and regions, research institutes and European authorities to experiment and 

develop new mixed urban forms, new economic and financial models as well as innovative 
organizational approaches. 

This industry redefines the triptych "production, distribution, consumption". Indeed, it is through 
inclusion in the territories that the industry will be able to play its productive role in responding to the 
needs of citizens, while respecting the limits of the environment in which it operates and taking into 
account the well-being of the inhabitants. 

We, the signatories of this declaration, are also convinced that the transition we are calling for can be 
accelerated by the financial tools that can be mobilized at our level. In this respect, we can take hold of 
the European taxonomy that classifies sustainable economic activities and thus alerts investors in their 
financial choices. Every day, we do our utmost to direct the investments made by our territories 
towards projects - particularly industrial projects - that contribute to the ecological transition of our 
economy. We support the European institutions in their work to deepen the dynamic in order to offer 
a common framework, where financial products that meet high sustainability requirements are clearly 
defined. 

We are nevertheless aware that the promotion of this local, socially and environmentally responsible 
productive activity should be accompanied by a change of paradigm in the founding principles of trade 
and exchange policy – which should no longer be based on the (lowest) price signal but on the 
obligation to respect the Sustainable Development Goals. 

We call on all European cities and regions wishing to anchor their productive capacities in their 
territory to join this call for a local, decarbonized, circular and humane industry. And we call on the 
Commission, the Parliament and the Council to integrate this dimension into the European industrial 
strategy. 

Our approach is certainly not about withdrawal into oneself. It is made in a spirit of valorization of local 
know-how, of stimulation of rich and varied productive ecosystems that can find sustainable and 
innovative solutions to real needs, while circulating good practices between cities and regions, and by 
stimulating exchanges and local economic solidarity between cities and regions on a European scale. 
After this major health crisis and its dramatic impact on the economy, the reconstruction of a 
prosperous Europe requires resilient territories. An industrial policy that supports and is consistent 
with local dynamics is one of its pillars. 

 
En Gijón, a 14 de abril de 2020 

LA ALCALDESA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fdo. Ana González Rodríguez 
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Declaration for a local, decarbonated, circular and humane industry in our 
Cities and Regions in Europe 

 

The unprecedented health crisis that Europe and the world are currently experiencing  is a stark 

demonstration of the fragility of global value chains and of the harms of the concentration of global 

production of manufactured goods in a few countries.   

As announced in the European Green Deal, the European Commission launched on 11 and 12 March 

2020 its communication on "A new industrial strategy for Europe" as well as its "Action Plan for a 

Circular Economy". These are all strategic proposals aimed at transforming the European economy 

towards carbon neutrality by 2050. 

We, the signatories of this declaration, welcome these communications. However, in view of the 

crisis that we are going through, we think it is imperative to incorporate into this new industrial 

strategy for Europe, and as of now, measures that encourage the relocation of certain industries in 

Europe. And in this perspective, while the health crisis has encouraged the emergence of remarkable 

local solidarity, both economic and human, within companies and territories, we would like to draw 

the attention of the European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council of the EU to a 

dynamic that we believe would benefit from being taken into account more in these strategies, 

namely the territorial anchoring of industry.  

Indeed, if it is a necessity to rethink the industry, especially energo-intensive ones, so that they take 

part in the transition; it is just as crucial to foster its anchorage in the territories so that it can better 

meet the needs of their inhabitants, and so that it develops in solidarity with its local economic and 

innovation ecosystem, particularly in cities, which are home to 70% of Europe's population. 

The industry that we want to develop and promote so that our cities and regions become the 

leaders of the transition is an industry which : 

• fits, in harmony with the residents, into the heart of our living spaces, thus promoting a mix 

of urban functions: by reinvesting and rehabilitating for instance former production sites or 

industrial wastelands,  and by designing new forms of industrial buildings that are denser, 

vertical, energy-efficient and efficient in terms of land management, this productive activity 

contributes to the revitalisation of our territories 

• innovates by reusing the waste we produce to create new products and by applying the 

principles of the circular economy and the economy of functionality 

• promotes local value chains, according to the logic "designed / made / repaired / locally", 

favours economic solidarities and local distribution channels, and contributes to the 

resilience of cities and regions 

• attracts and employs local talents to produce goods that are directly needed by local people 

• stimulates the creativity of the “makers” and other innovative communities on our 

territories 
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• is resolutely committed to social and environmental responsibility, and promotes new 

organisational and governance structures, such as workers’ co-operatives, as well as social, 

democratic and solidarity-based entrepreneurship 

• participates in the fight against – and adaptation to – climate change, both in terms of its 

consumption of resources and energy and in terms of the routes it generates 

•  works with cities and regions, research institutes and European authorities to experiment 

and develop new mixed urban forms, new economic and financial models as well as 

innovative organisational approaches. 

This industry redefines the triptych "production, distribution, consumption". Indeed, it is through 

inclusion in the territories that the industry will be able to play its productive role in responding to 

the needs of citizens, while respecting the limits of the environment in which it operates and taking 

into account the well-being of the inhabitants. 

We, the signatories of this declaration, are also convinced that the transition we are calling for can 

be accelerated by the financial tools that can be mobilised at our level. In this respect, we can take 

hold of the European taxonomy that classifies sustainable economic activities and thus alerts 

investors in their financial choices. Every day, we do our utmost to direct the investments made by 

our territories towards projects - particularly industrial projects - that contribute to the ecological 

transition of our economy. We support the European institutions in their work to deepen the 

dynamic in order to offer a common framework, where financial products that meet high 

sustainability requirements are clearly defined. 

We are nevertheless aware that the promotion of this local, socially and environmentally responsible 

productive activity should be accompanied by a change of paradigm in the founding principles of 

trade and exchange policy – which should no longer be based on the (lowest) price signal but on the 

obligation to respect the Sustainable Development Goals. 

We call on all European cities and regions wishing to anchor their productive capacities in their 

territory to join this call for a local, decarbonised, circular and humane industry. And we call on the 

Commission, the Parliament and the Council to integrate this dimension into the European industrial 

strategy.  

Our approach is certainly not about withdrawal into oneself. It is made in a spirit of valorisation of 

local know-how, of stimulation of rich and varied productive ecosystems that can find sustainable 

and innovative solutions to real needs, while circulating good practices between cities and regions, 

and by stimulating exchanges and local economic solidarity between cities and regions on a 

European scale. After this major health crisis and its dramatic impact on the economy, the 

reconstruction of a prosperous Europe requires resilient territories. An industrial policy that 

supports and is consistent with local dynamics is one of its pillars. 

 

Damien CASTELAIN  

 

  

 

Président de la Métropole européenne de Lille     Lille, le 17 avril 2020 







 

 
  
  
  
Declaration for a local, decarbonised, circular and humane industry in 
our Cities and Regions in Europe 
 
The unprecedented health crisis that Europe and the world are currently experiencing  
is a stark demonstration of the fragility of global value chains and of the harms of the 
concentration of global production of manufactured goods in a few countries.   
As announced in the European Green Deal, the European Commission launched on 
11 and 12 March 2020 its communication on "A new industrial strategy for Europe" 
as well as its "Action Plan for a Circular Economy". These are all strategic proposals 
aimed at transforming the European economy towards carbon neutrality by 2050. 
We, the signatories of this declaration, welcome these communications. However, in 
view of the crisis that we are going through, we think it is imperative to incorporate 
into this new industrial strategy for Europe, and as of now, measures that encourage 
the relocation of certain industries in Europe. And in this perspective, while the 
health crisis has encouraged the emergence of remarkable local solidarity, both 
economic and human, within companies and territories, we would like to draw the 
attention of the European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council of 
the EU to a dynamic that we believe would benefit from being taken into account 
more in these strategies, namely the territorial anchoring of industry.  
Indeed, if it is a necessity to rethink the industry, especially energo-intensive ones, so 
that they take part in the transition; it is just as crucial to foster its anchorage in the 
territories so that it can better meet the needs of their inhabitants, and so that it 
develops in solidarity with its local economic and innovation ecosystem, particularly 
in cities, which are home to 70% of Europe's population. 
The industry that we want to develop and promote so that our cities and regions 
become the leaders of the transition is an industry which : 

• fits, in harmony with the residents, into the heart of our living spaces, thus 
promoting a mix of urban functions: by reinvesting and rehabilitating for instance 
former production sites or industrial wastelands,  and by designing new forms of 
industrial buildings that are denser, vertical, energy-efficient and efficient in terms 
of land management, this productive activity contributes to the revitalisation of our 
territories 

• innovates by reusing the waste we produce to create new products and by applying 
the principles of the circular economy and the economy of functionality 

• promotes local value chains, according to the logic "designed / made / repaired / 
locally", favours economic solidarities and local distribution channels, and 
contributes to the resilience of cities and regions 

• attracts and employs local talents to produce goods that are directly needed by 
local people 

• stimulates the creativity of the “makers” and other innovative communities on our 
territories 



 
 

 
 

 

• is resolutely committed to social and environmental responsibility, and promotes 
new organisational and governance structures, such as workers’ co-operatives, as 
well as social, democratic and solidarity-based entrepreneurship 

• participates in the fight against – and adaptation to – climate change, both in terms 
of its consumption of resources and energy and in terms of the routes it generates 

• works with cities and regions, research institutes and European authorities to 
experiment and develop new mixed urban forms, new economic and financial 
models as well as innovative organisational approaches. 

This industry redefines the triptych "production, distribution, consumption". Indeed, 
it is through inclusion in the territories that the industry will be able to play its 
productive role in responding to the needs of citizens, while respecting the limits of 
the environment in which it operates and taking into account the well-being of the 
inhabitants. 
We, the signatories of this declaration, are also convinced that the transition we are 
calling for can be accelerated by the financial tools that can be mobilised at our level. 
In this respect, we can take hold of the European taxonomy that classifies sustainable 
economic activities and thus alerts investors in their financial choices. Every day, we 
do our utmost to direct the investments made by our territories towards projects - 
particularly industrial projects - that contribute to the ecological transition of our 
economy. We support the European institutions in their work to deepen the dynamic 
in order to offer a common framework, where financial products that meet high 
sustainability requirements are clearly defined. 
We are nevertheless aware that the promotion of this local, socially and 
environmentally responsible productive activity should be accompanied by a change 
of paradigm in the founding principles of trade and exchange policy – which should 
no longer be based on the (lowest) price signal but on the obligation to respect the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
We call on all European cities and regions wishing to anchor their productive 
capacities in their territory to join this call for a local, decarbonised, circular and 
humane industry. And we call on the Commission, the Parliament and the Council to 
integrate this dimension into the European industrial strategy.  
Our approach is certainly not about withdrawal into oneself. It is made in a spirit of 
valorisation of local know-how, of stimulation of rich and varied productive 
ecosystems that can find sustainable and innovative solutions to real needs, while 
circulating good practices between cities and regions, and by stimulating exchanges 
and local economic solidarity between cities and regions on a European scale. After 
this major health crisis and its dramatic impact on the economy, the reconstruction of 
a prosperous Europe requires resilient territories. An industrial policy that supports 
and is consistent with local dynamics is one of its pillars. 
 
City of Milan Cabinet Member for  
Labour Policies, Business, Commerce, Human Resources 
Cristina Tajani 
 
























